Last seasons XXXX League Champions - Brisbane Lions. 


The Farr Post 


Good luck to all clubs this season from The Farr Post. 


The Farr Post 


The Independent Voice Of Football In Queensland Monthly 


Alicia Ferguson of the Queensland Womens Soccer team scores 
the first goal in their clash with Northern New South Wales at 


Perry Park which they won 3-1. 


Queensland = are 


womens Champions 


The Queensland Womens Soccer team are the national league 
champions after winning the 6 team competition on Sunday 
March 23rd in Canberra. They beat South Australia 2-1 in a 
final tie that saw the teams level for all but 17 minutes of the 


game. 


Bul it wasn't all plain sailing for the 
Queenslanders that weekend. The day 
before they had to beat New South Wales 
in a play-off to reach the final, but only 
managed that due to a penalty shoot-out 
after the teams were locked at 0-0. 

After winning the play-off, though, they 
took on the South Australians, and even 
though they went behind to a fourteenth 
minute goal, achieved parity when Lisa 
Dunne stuck her leg out*to a ball that 
was going behind her. The result was a 
shot that sailed over the advancing keeper 
and into the net. 

{Continued on Page 12) 
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Gazza to sign 
for Strikers ! 


In a major coup for the 
Brisbane Strikers, Frank 
Farina has signed England 
international midfielder 
Paul Gascoigne on a one 


year.contract for the 1997/ i} 


98 season. 


Full story on page 5. 
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tte Editorial 
a 


We copped a bit of flak last month after our 
comments about the “Eye on Soccer”. So let us put a 
few things straight before we go any further .. . 

Our objectives, here at The Farr Post are to give 
you, the fans, a vehicle for expressing your views 
about the game here in Queensland. We are not 
attempting to force the “Eye on Soccer” out of 
business, but are concerned at the lack of editorial 
content in a weekly publication that is supposed to be 
informing us of football news in Brisbane. The aim 
of The Farr Post is to print the stories and news that 
the “Eye on Soccer” has no interest in printing. We 
simply get frustrated when our enquiries for 
information are not taken seriously, and people 
cannot find time to talk to us, even when there is an 
offer of help on the table. 

For example, we are getting regular communication 
from people wanting to know match results which 
have been absent from the local newspaper, and 
“could you include them in the future ?” This is NOT 
what The Farr Post is about, but I am willing to help 
the Q.S.F. get this information, and I am currently 
lobbying to get them to start printing results and 
fixtures every week in the “Eye on Soccer”. There are 
also many people out there who want to see womens 
and junior results. Kids, and indeed their parents, 
want to see junior information, and like to see their 
names in print. “But this is an awesome task !” I hear 
from Perry Park. Well that is your job. Some of you 
are paid servants of the footballing community, and 
if we want tables and statistics then it is up to you to 
provide them ! Excuses are not acceptable, and Pve 
heard a couple of good ones lately. 

Yes, “Let’s all pull in one direction” as a recent “Eye 
on Soccer” Editorial suggested, but don’t hinder 
those who want to help the game here. 
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4 Strikers 2 Marconi I 


The Strikers are still not at their best. But I fear 
that they have either forgotten how to get to the 
by-line or have abandoned that tactic completely. 
In my opinion they were very lucky to come away 
with the 3 points. 

Marconi scored early in the first half (13 mins, I 
think), and then sat back waiting for the Strikers 
to come at them. This they did, completely 
overunning the midfield. Wayne Knipe worked 
hard up front in place of Frank Farina, but just 
hasn't got the experience yet. He came close to 
scoring at the end of the first half, but at the 
break it was still 1-0 to the visitors. 

In the second half Marconi had all but 
surrendered the middle third of the pitch, and 
Brisbane sent wave after wave of balls forward, 
until Cranney scored midway through the 2nd 
half, and we were in for an exciting final 20 
minutes. 

Having seen the Strikers concede a penalty in the 
last minute against South Melbourne a fortnight 
ago it was with mixed emotions that I received 
their being awarded one with three minutes left. 
Battistin scored to an almighty roar from the 
crowd, (which was about 4,750) and we had got 
out of gaol, and taken the three points. 

Overall, the general impression was - "What are 
Marconi doing second on that performance ?" 
But the Strikers back to winning ways. 

(T.M.) 


UTS Olympic 5 Strikers 3 

Only 4,634 saw UTS Olympic torch title aspirants 
Brisbane by 5 goals to 3 tonight in an extremely exciting 
and entertaining game. 

Brisbane scored first through Knipe in the 10th. His 
celebratory dance(?) afterward will be the subject of many 
posts this week I'm sure ! 

UTS replied in the 22nd through Ciantar's moderate 
headed effort; in reality, Bolton will have to shoulder 
blame for coming for a ball that he had no need to commit 
to, and even then, having decided to attempt to punch it 
clear, should have had shown greater conviction. Ciantar's 
header from 6 yards barely bounced over the line before 
hitting the back of the net - Bolton would have saved it for 
sure had he stayed at home. 

Meredith finally got the game-time he was long looking 
for at Belmore, it's just that he had to be in the colours of 
another team to do it. To deepen the irony, it was his 


partner in crime, Peter Tsekenis, who was given the job of 
spoiling the former's every move, which he did quite 
effectively. But moreover, didn't the crowd give it to 
Meredith too. Everything he touched turned to "boooh".... 
Olympic went into the break two goals to the good thanks 
to the re-discovered finishing of Kris Trajanovski and 
some simply breathtaking teamwork from Olympic's 
midfield and forwards. In the 44th Traja accepted a far- 
post looping cross to immaculately plant the ball between 
Bolton and his near post. With the ink barely dried on my 
notebook, he was in again in the 45th minute, heading into 
an unguarded goal after Bolton had been indecisive in 
clearing a chest-high cross that ultimately ran across the 
face of the goal. 

Interestingly, at halftime all three Brisbane subs 
(including Frank Farina) stayed out in the middle to warm- 
up. Strange considering Farina’s coaching role! 

Whilst the first half was entertaining enough, the second 
phase was a frustrated session in sitting. Chances, action, 
excitement, more goals, a nervous finish....it was all there. 
In the 59th minute, Tome scored from an Emerton cross to 
apparently put the issue to bed. However, only two 
minutes later, Farina converted a penalty after having 
come on for Danny Wright in the 53rd. UTS were playing 
the best football I've seen them play this year. Poimer was 
robbed of a final strike on goal by an intervening Troy 
Cranney as the former set himself for a one-on-one with 
Bolton after one of the prettiest build-ups from Olympic of 
the night. In the 75th, Brown just failed to meet a wickedly 
curling cross supplied by the recently-introduced Harris, 
and after much up-and-back, Knipe cleverly secured his 
second goal for the match thanks to his chest-'n-turn effort 
wide in the box after receiving a Cranney supply. He shot 
to the farr post to register a sniff of a result for the Strikers. 
At 4-3, and with only minutes remaining, everyone was on 
an adrenilin surge praying for the fianl whistle. Bolton 
even came up for a corner but to no avail. 

Asthe whistle approached Derek Poimer was provided the 
ball near the half way line with the bearest of Brisbane's 
defence before him. With a controlled but deft chip over an 
adjacent defender, whilst he had players of both teams 
nearby, Poimer was basically first-placed in a race to Clint 
Bolton. 

From half way, then, Poimer’s weary legs took him at full 
speed to the edge of the penalty area all the while 
maintaing a commanding control of the ball. I kid you nol, 
there was a palpable crescendo in the tension in the 
crowd....Poimer approaches at speed; Bolton does what he 
can to close the angle....and with almost the last roli of the 
dice (by which time everyone in the crowd who has long 
since resorted to remaining standing, is placing their hands 
on the shoulders of the person in front of them to save 
falling forward in over-excitement), 

Poimer poises his right foot surely behind the pacy ball and 
his shot merely sings its way into the top right hand corner 
to send the crowd spastic - the release was awesome! 


Dave Borella (Sydney) 
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As this publication goes fo print, we have 
received news from an unofficial source 
that England international Paul “Gazza’” 
Gascoigne has worked out a secret deal 
with Frank Farina and the Strikers Board 
of Directors for a one year contract. It 
was revealed only yesterday (March 
31st) that, after speaking to Terry 
Venables in London, Gascoigne 
contacted a number of N.S.L. clubs 
enquiring about possible vacancies in 
their playing staff for next season. 
“Venables loved Australia so much that 
he was telling Gascoigne how great it 
was down here, and apparently Gazza 
decided he’d also like to give it a go”, a 
spokesman said last night. 

Gascoigne who has spent the last few 
seasons in Scotland playing for Rangers 
has had talks with a number of English 
clubs, including Sunderland, with a view 
to moving back to his home town of 
Newcastle. But in a bizarre twist he 
decided to come to Australia, and live on 
the Gold Coast, which is a far cry from 
the industrial towns of the North-East. 
When we queried the value of the 


“& Game of Two Halves !” 
Strikers 3 West Adelaide 2 


Whoever made that quote was obviously 
referring to this game of football, in which the 
Strikers dominated for 45 minutes, and then 
came out for the second half, and tried to throw 
it all away. Towards the end of the first half, 
which saw Troy Cranney, Rod Brown and 
Wayne Knipe score I was convinced that we 
would end up with at least half a dozen by the 
end of the night, and at 3-0 whilst ducking for 
cover from the rain I was convinced that six 
would be about right after their first half 
performance. 

But it wasn’t to be. In the second haif they let 
West Adelaide back into the game, and two 


G avaea t+ owe CS 
(yazza to sign To 


r Strikers ! 


contract we were told that a personal 
sponsor had been found, who would 
take care of all Gascoignes expenses, 
and contract arrangements whilst he 
was out of the U.K. 

As his long time friend, and drinking 
partner, Jimmy “five bellies” is to 
accompany Gascoigne when he lands 
at Brisbane Airport later today, we 
guessed that the sponsor would be the 
Castlemaine-Perkins brewery as they 
are an existing sponsor of football in 
Queensland, and would be able to 
provide a certain amount of free beer 
for the two larrikins. 

Gascoignes marital problems have 
been well documented, and when we 
asked why his wife wasn't joining him, 
we were told that they had had another 
“disagreement”, and they needed time 
away from each other - but doesn't a 
year seem a bit extreme ? 

Gascoigne and “Five bellies” are due to 
arrive from England as this story goes 
to print, and Gascoigne will sign a 
contract at Perry Park today (April 1st, 
April Fools Day) at 5 PM. 


goals in the final fifteen minutes by the 
visitors gave us yet another Grandstand 
finish at Suncorp Stadium. 

Wayne Knipe has improved in leaps and 
bounds over the last few weeks, and when he 
scored again in the first half, he had notched 
up three in two games. His antics after the 
goal when he dived into the crowd earned 
him a yellow card, and a severe reprimand 
from coach Farina. Interesting, when Frank 
himself has earned cards himself for 
behaviour when the game has stopped ! 

As for the hair colour . . . Just who is the 
phantom barber of Suncorp ? And is Hunter 
really injured or is he just letting his hair 
grow back before his next appearance ? 
(T.M.) 
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In November last year Q.S.F. President 
Wally Dann withstood a serious challenge 
for his job from board member Gordon 
Arrowsmith. Prior to the ballot Arrowsmith 
was convinced that he had enough support 
from the local clubs to topple the President 
of seven years. But after a very close run 
contest Dann retained his position. The 
Farr Post went to ask him about the 
challenge, and the job ahead for the Q.S.F. 


Going back to the QSF AGM back in 
November, you retained the presidency after 
a strong challenge from Gordon Arrowsmith, 
but Guido Canale was replaced by Gordon as 
Vice-President. Do you think that that was 
some kind of warning from the clubs, that the 
QSF board might not be doing the right thing 
by the clubs ? 

I think that you always need to take on board the 
results from the ballot box no matter where you 
are or what organisation you are in, and 
obviously there was some sort of signal there. 
But I wonder if it was more to do with the 
divisional restructure than anything else. But, 
yes, certainly there was a message there. 


In one of his speeches at the AGM Gordon 
had a few harsh words to say about some 
members of the board. Do you think that 
those are things that will stick with some of 
those members or is it just a matter of “lets 
just get on with the job” ? 

1 think that we have a job to do, and its not a 
good thing to let personalities get in the way of 
running soccer in Queensland. But as soon as the 
ballot results were made known he came over 
and congratulated me and we spoke soon after 
the meeting and agreed that it wasn’t in the best 
interests of anyone concerned to bear grudges, 
and we should look to the future, and get on with 
the job. 


° \ Interview with Wallace Dann 


So what are some of the jobs that we have 
to do in 1997 ? 

First of all we’re monitoring how we are 
going to go with the new premier league this 
year. We’ve obviously got to assess this as 
an ongoing process. We’re always looking . 
at ways to improve both the standard of 
soccer, 
administered. 

The other major item on the agenda is the 
organisational restructure, and that’s where 
we'll be looking at the whole of the state 


and the way the game is 


and putting together a plan to unify and 
steamline the structure throughout 
Queensland. 


Can you tell us about this restructure ? 

Well, we have a restructure task force that 
comprises of representaion from the QSF, 
members from the Brisbane clubs, the 
Queensland Junior Soccer Council, 
Womens Soccer Queensland and reps from 
South, Central and North Queensland. That 
task force has had three meetings already, 
and it has been quite a positive start. Our 
objective is to get a working paper out by 
the end of April this year, but it’s too early 
to talk about what might be the outcome at 
this stage. What we intend to do is to 
present this proposal to the soccer 
community for comment. Hopefully by 
involving all soccer interests at the draft 
proposal stage, we will be able to reach 
concesus and start putting it into practice. 


When do you expect this to take place ? 
Its difficult to say at this stage but as you can 
imagine everybody has an opinion on how 
we should go about the restructure. I don’t 
want to go into too much detail at this point, 
but I expect substantial progress by the end 
of this year. Some aspects may be able to be 
implemented earlier than others. 


| 
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What are your views on fhe resurrection of a 
state league sometime in the future ? 

Let me say at this stage that it is something that 
js very much on the agenda. But, let us first go 
back to the premier league restructure, and one 
of the things that we looked at then was which 
clubs in Brisbane were capable of playing in a 
state league. Subsequently at the meeting in 
November with the country affiliates we asked 
if the interest was still there for a state league, 
and there is strong support for it in regional 
Queensland. At this stage I don’t think that 
there is anyone who doesn’t think it’s a great 
idea, but the reality is that we have to restrict it 
to the clubs who can themselves fund it or we 
find a sponsor to fund it. The travel costs 
themselves would be hundreds of thousands of 
dollars alone, just to travel the length and 
breadth of Queensland. I don’t think that you'll 
find anyone against the idea but if we are to do 
it, we will do it properly this time. 


What is the relationship between the Strikers 
and the QSF ? 

The Strikers are run by a trustee management 
group appointed by the Q.8.F. They have the 
responsibility for managing the club, but 
ultimately the Strikers are owned by 
Queensland soccer . Those trustees are Ian 
Brusasco, Clem Jones and Frank Speare, and 
they have the mandate as trustees to run the 
Strikers board 


Do you have any direct involvement with the 
Strikers as the President of the Q.S.F. or do 
you let the trustees get on with the job ? 
Well, obviously we talk from time to time with 
them, but that’s about as far as it goes. They run 
themselves quite well, and we try not to get too 
involved. 


Does that mean that if a club within 
Queensland applied for the N.S.L. they 
wouldn’t get the backing of the Q.S.F. or 
would there have to be a review of the 
Situation ? 

Not necessarliy I think that the position 
generally has been that we believe the Strikers 


need a certain amount of time to consolidate 
their position at national league level. We 
have no policy that says there should never 
be another team but I think most people 
understand that it’s been a very difficult job 
getting national league football back into 
Queensland and to have that team survive 
and have the standard improve. There is still 
a need to increase the level of support that 
the Strikers are attracting and to try to put a 
second team in the competition at this stage 
would be absolutely disastrous. So before 
we think about a second team lets make sure 
we get it right with the first one. 


There was a rumour going around 
Sydney before Christmas that the Gold 
Coast City Soccer Club who were 
rejected from the new XXXX Premier 
League were applying to the National 
Soccer League did you hear about that 
and what are your reactions to that ? 

I did hear the rumour but didn’t hear much 
more. My only comment, therefore, is that ] 
would advise any club with such ambitions 
towards the N.S.L. to look very closely at 
their finances and support structure first. 


Finally, what is your reaction to rumours 
that members of the Q.S.F. board are 
doing strikers work on a regular basis, 
and at Q.S.F. expense ? 

Well we have one board member who 
regularly helps out the Strikers - but in his 
own time, and I don’t have any problem 
with that. If you’re talking about a member 
of the board who can’t do anything other 
than work for the Q.S.F. then I think that 
that is going a bit far. You are doing this 
magaazine all for the love of the game, and 
some board members who are volunteers 
like everybody else want to help the Strikers 
out in their own time too. I think that we all 
need to do something for the good of the 
game in our spare time if we are to achieve 
our goals off the pitch. 
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8 N Wanderers victory marred by dressing room violence 


It was the start of a new season The players were fit (yeah, right) and keen to play football. The grass had been 
freshly cut (shouldn’t that be . . . “the dirt had been freshly brushed” ?), and the packed banks of spectators were 
looking forward to an entertaining campaign opener (even though most of them were still drunk from Friday night, 
and it was now Sunday afternoon). ‘ 
The South Farr Wanderers first grade side were up against last seasons runners-up Farr Untied, and for all those new 
to football in this part of the world, it is not a spelling mistake. Whilst filling out the registration form in the Farr 
Hotel earlier this year the Secretary had too many pots of KXXX. He dotted his “ts, crossed his “i”s, and the club 
was registered accordingly. : 
The home side came onto the pitch to a huge roar from the terracing. (Well, one drunken reprobate shouting “The _ 
ball’s the wrong shape” sounds like a good crowd out west.), and when they got started they looked like champions. 
They knocked the ball to feet in tight triangles, working hard off the ball to support their team mates. Then the game 
got underway. But it all started to go horribly wrong, Coach Luigi Lombardo continued to issue instructions from the 
bench, but it was only revealed last week that he speaks the barest of english, and his brother Luca has to translate for 
the players. 
Wanderers went a goal down early on when the Farr Untied winger, Willy “The Whippet” got to the by-line and put 
in a cross to the back post (you thougt we were going to say “farr post”, didn’t you ?), and striker Sammy “the 
Striker” Smith leapt to head in, to give the visitors an early lead. 
In years gone by no teams play with a wide man when they visit South Farr, as unfortunate things tend to happen to 
them if they stand too close to the side-line, in front of the members bar. Obviously the Farr Untied winger was a new 
boy, and hadn’t been warned. So when the play was on the other side of the pitch, it was not surprising that the young 
Whippet suddenly found himself flat on his back, and no-one had seen a thing. 
The incident was pointed out to the referee, by the visitors captain, and they came to have a word with the linesman. 
But, surprisingly, he hadn’t seen anything either, and Whippet was booked for ungentlemanly conduct ! 
As the half progressed Wanderers began to gain the upper hand, and equalised just before half-time, when young 
Whippet, still dazed from his earlier encounter, allowed his opposite number to escape his blurred vision, and Wally 
“The Winger” Wombat got to his by-line and put over a cross for Al “The” Shera, whose header was matched only 
by his spectacular back flip (as per Kasey Wehrman). 
At the break it was all square, and the Wanderers could smell victory in the air. 
The Lombardos half-time talk was interesting to say the least. Luigi ranted in Italian, and gestured with his hands 
whilst Luca reeled out a stream of expletives that had the players stunned into silence. They might not have known 
what to do in the second half, but they knew that Linguini was the Dish of The Day at Luigis Pizzeria that evening. 
As the second half began, the substitutes began warming up, and the keenest of all was “Bushy” Brown, who was 
asked to warm the bench in the absence of any other likely candidates. Brown sensed that after nearly twenty years in 
the reserves his time had finally come to move up to first grade. He sprinted, and stretched, and limbered up whilst 
the whole of the members bar chuckled, knowing that even if half the side had broken legs Lombardo would rather 
play with 6 fit men, and 5 invalids than put Brown on the park. “Just half-an-hour to ease me into the pace of first 
grade... . “ he was heard to say at the break. : 
On the hour, thanks to a long ball from Jimmy Cook (and a twenty dollar note to the linesman) Shera beat the offside 
trap, and went on to round the keeper and shoot into the empty net. Three of the visitors were booked for dissent, and 
one walked off throwing his shirt at the referee in disgust. 
“Il probably get the last fifteen minutes . . .” Brown was seen telling a friend over the fence. 
Lombardo made two of his three allowed substitutions in an effort to waste a bit of time, and as the clock ticked 
down, “Bushy” Brown began pacing nervously in front of the dug-out in an attempt to attract the coaches attention. 
“Uno minuto !!!* he began to plead,, but the coach simply waved him away, and as the final whistle sounded Brown 
was seen to throw a plastic water-bottle in the direction of the Coach. Lombardo, ecstatic at his first victory ran off to 
congratulate his players on the 2-1 result, and was oblivious to the water-bottle which just missed him. 
In the dressing rooms later on, Lombardo went around shaking all his players by the hand, and it was at that stage 
that Brown is thought to have punched the coach in 
frustration. After their brawl at training a couple of weeks 
earlier Lombardo and Brown were into it again, and it 
wasn’t long before the rest of the squad retired to the bar to 
leave them to it. As team captain Cook was heard to say, 
“Can’t waste time when there’s celebratory drinks to be 
had !” 


inside Soccer Show 
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“Dear Manfred ...”, “Dear Frank...” 1 


After last months defeat of Marconi by the Strikers, “Jock” sends an open letter 
to each of the coaches in charge that night. First a note of disappointment to 
Manfred Schaeffer, and secondly a letter of support for Frank Farina. 


Dear Manfred. 

You and your team got their just deserts against the Strikers due to what appeared 
like a ponderous lack of application to the job at hand. 

Your team should have been 3 or 4 goals to the good by half-time, but due to a lack 
of clinical and confident finishing you found yourselves still with a lot to do to finish 
as winners. In the end you appeared to be in an apethitic hole. 

The almost total surrender of the midfield late in the first half was something which 
was there for any team to realize, and stamp their authority on. At half-time 1 
mentioned to our illustrious editor that if your team did not score early in the second 
half that their chances of winning would diminish dramatically and if the Strikers 
were to build a couple of attacks through the relatively deserted midfield then their 
confidence would grow and anything could happen. The Strikers did just this and 
went on to take the points. Well done to the Strikers with such a never-say-die 
attitude. 


Dear Frank, 

You had the best game I’ve seen you have all season. You appeared to manage and 
rally your players well, and made timely substitutions as the game progressed. 
Maybe you can learn from this and consider starting each game from the bench, as 
you did against U.T.S. This would allow you to control the tactical substitutions and 
only injectyourself into the play if the situation warrants it. 

Facts. 

1. You cannot size “The Big Picture” as a player on the park. 

2. As a coach/manager you must be able to see “The Big Picture”. 


“Jock” 


i 


The Far Post - (No, not a misspelling !) 


Whilst talking to Fay Dower of Womens Soccer Australia, it was brought to my 
attention that another magazine exists called The Far Post. Fortunately for us it 
only has one “r”, but it was interesting nonetheless, to discover that this publication 
is the official newsletter of The Australian Women’s Soccer Association. The ones 
that I was shown are an eight page A4 sized document with plenty of information 
from statistics to coaching courses and videos to news from all over the country. 
Unfortunately, it seems that The Far Post is not published any more, but I will 
follow up my enquiries, and hope to have more info in TFP 8. 

(T™) 
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 \ LIBERTADORES DA AMERICA COUP 


The first round matches of the South American Championships are drawing to a close. Group 3 has 
already completed with Colo-Colo, Universidad Catolica from Chile and Minerven of Venezuela 
qualifying for the next phase. Bolivar have won Group 1, whiist the other Bolivian team, Oriente 
Petrolero are guaranteed a place in the last sixteen too. In Group 2, Velez Sarsfield of Argentina 
will qualify as group winners, and El Nacional of Ecuador will also proceed to the next round. 
Gremio and Cruzeiro of Brazil, and Sporting Cristal of Peru have all qualified from Group 4, but 
the only team assured of a place in round two from Group 5 is Penarol of Uruguay. 

The last group games will be played in April, before the top three from each group will join River 
Plate of Argentina in the knockout stages of the competition. 


Group 3. 
4th March: U.Catolica 6 Minerven 0. 
6th March: Colo-Colo 1 Minerven 0. 
12th March: Minerven 1 Mineros 0, 
Colo-Colo 2 U.Catolica 0. 
18th March: Mineros 1 U.Catolica 1. 
20st March: Minerven 1 U.Catolica 0. 
26th March: Mineros 4 Colo-Colo 4. 
27th March: Minerven 1 Colo-Colo 2. 


Group 1. 

4th March: O.Petrolero 1 Cerro Porteno 0. 

7th March: Bolivar 3 Cerro Porteno 1. 

12th March: Cerro Porteno 2 Guarani 2. 
Bolivar 3 O.Petrolero 3. 

18th March: Guarani 0 O.Petrolero 0. 

21st March: Cerro Porteno 2 O.Petrolero 1. 


*Bolivar 


*Petrolero *Colo-Colo 


Guarani *U.Catolica 
C.Porteno *Minerven 


Mineros 


Group 2. 

2nd March: El Nacional 2 Racing Club 0. 
Emelec 2 V.Sarsfield 3. 

12th March: V.Sarsfield 1 Racing Club 0. 

E] Nacional 1 Emelec 0. 

18th March: V.Sarsfield 3 El Nacional 0. 

21st March: Racing Club 2 El Nacional 0. 


Group 4. 

4th March: Alianza Lima 0 Gremio 4. 

7th March: S.Cristal 1 Gremio 0. 

12th March: Gremio 0 Cruzeiro 1, 
Alianza Lima 1 S.Cristal 1. 

18th March: Cruzeiro 2 Alianza Lima 0. 

21st March: Gremio 2 Alianza Lima 0. 


*V.Sarsfield 


*EI Nacional *Gremio 


Emelec *8. Cristal 


Racing Club *Cruzeiro 


* indicates already qualified for second phase. 


A.Lima 
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European Champions League 


The European Champions League is down to the final four teams, after the quarter-final matches 
were played in March over two legs. Juventus of Italy, who must be favourites to retain their 
crown, are matched against Ajax of Amsterdam (Holland). In a replay of last years final, when 
Juve won in a penalty shoot-out after the teams were locked at 1-1 after two hours of football. In 
the other semi-final, English champions Manchester United will play Borussia Dortmund of 
Germany. And it was United who were the most convincing in their quarter-final matches when 
they defeated F.C. Porto of Portugal, who were previously unbeaten in this years tournament. In 
the first leg in Manchester they won 4-0 with goals from May, Cantona, (Man-of-the-Match) 
Giggs and Cole. In the second leg, they showed plenty of discipline to hold the Portuguese 0-0, 
to proceed to the semi-finals. Their opponents in the semis, Dortmund, also had a convincing 
win over French minnows, Auxerre, who they defeated 3-1, in Germany, and 1-0 in the return 
leg away from home. Goals from Reidle, Schneider and Moller could only be matched by one 
from Lamouchi in the first leg, whilst Ricken scored the only goal of the return leg. 

Ajax seem to be struggling this season, though. Sitting in fourth place of their domestic 
competition, it seems as though will struggle to qualify for the Euro-Champions League next 
season, and found it difficult to break down the Spaniards of Atletico Madrid in the quarter- 
final. Only being able to draw 1-1 at home, after having numerous scoring opportunities, they 
won the return leg in Spain 3-2, after extra-time. In the first leg young start Patrick Kluivert 
scored an equaliser after Esnaider had given Madrid an eigth minute lead to stun the Dutch 
crowd. With the scores also locked at 1-1 in the return leg, the two teams went into 30 minutes 
of extra-time, in which Ajax took the lead through Dani, Pantic equalised from the penalty spot, 
and then Babangida hit the winner in the last minute of the two hours. 

Holders Juventus travelled to Norway for their tie against surprise qualifiers, Rosenborg, and 
played out a 1-1 draw, before winning 2-0 in the home leg. Goals from Soltvedt for the 
Norwegians, and Vieri a minute later for Juve, set up the aggregate victory for the Italians back 
in Turin. Frenchman, Zidane in the 29th minute, and penalty by Amoruso in the 85th sent the 
Italians through to meet Ajax. The semi-finals will be played over two legs on April 9th and 
23rd, with Dortmund and Ajax hosting the first legs. 


Group 5. 

4th March: Nacional 1 Millonarios 2. 

7th March: Penarol 2 Millonarios 1. 

lith March: Dep.Cali 2 Penarol 0. 

14th March: Millonarios 1 Penarol 2. 

19th March: Penarol 0 Nacional 2, 
Millonarios 2 Dep.Cali 2. 


In the European Cup-Winners Cup Paris 
St.Germain (France) will host Liverpool 
(England) in the first leg of their semi-final, 
and Barcelona (Spain) will play Fiorentina 
(Italy) in the other match. These matches 
will be played on the 10th and 24th of April. 
The Italians have a chance in the other 
European competition too, the U.E.F.A. 
Cup, with Inter Milan playing Monaco in the 
first leg, and Tenerife (Spain) hosting 
Schalke of Germany in the other semi-final. 


*Penarol 


Millonarios : 
Who spotted last months deliberate 


mistake then ? Yes, River Plate are 
from Argentina - not Uruguay. 


Dep.Cali. 


Nacional 


The Farr Post 


12 Queensland are 
'——| womens champions 


(Continued from front page) 


With over an hour still to play both teams kept 
very tight formations, with Dunne and Kim 
Revell very dangerous in attack for 
Queensland. Kristy Moore, who had scored for 
South Australia was unlucky not to add her 
second, but it wasn’t until eight minutes from 
full-time that Dunne hit the winner for 
Queensland after a goalmouth scramble. 

In the other matches that day New South 
Wales defeated the A.C.T. 2-1 to take third 
place whilst Northern New South Wales beat 
Victoria 1-0 to take fifth position. 


The Brisbane Competition for 1997 


This year the Brisbane competition has 8 
divisions - a Premier League of two grades 
(first and reserve) and Divisions | through to 
seven. In a similar move to their male 
counterparts the womens organisation decided 
on an eight team Premier League for this year 
for which clubs had to apply, and satisfy 
certain criteria. One of these criteria was that 
each club had to have seven under 19 year old 
players in their squad, obviously with an eye 
to the future. 

The eight teams are Redlands United, The 
Gap, QUT/City, Queensland Academy of 
Sport, Newmarket, Coalstars, Slacks Creek, 
and Easts Mount Gravatt. Womens Soccer - 
Queensland are looking for a major sponsor, 
so all you businessmen with big fat cheque 
books contact Fay Dower (details below). 

At junior level there are 13 teams this year. 
This is an area where much promotional work 
needs to be done, though, and all clubs are 
being encouraged to start up a junior team 
(under 14). 

The season starts on the 27th April, with a pre- 
season competition over the previous weekend 
(20th April) at the Delaware Street ground in 
Geebung. 

Sixteen teams from Brisbane and surrounding 
areas (including the Gold and Sunshine 


Women In Uniform 


Womens football is growing at an 
alarming rate here in Queensland. 
This year there are one-third more 
teams than there were last year, so 
The Farr Post took time out to see 
what all the fuss was about | 
(Information supplied by the Womens 
Administrator Fay Dower) 


Female soccer has been played in this State since at 
least the 1920's. There is an article from the "Sports 
Referee" Brisbane, Saturday September 24, 1921, 
which records both in word and photograph the match 
between North Brisbane and South Brisbane Ladies 
held at the Brisbane Cricket Ground with 10,000 
people in attendance. North Brisbane defeated South 
Brisbane 2 goals to Nil. 


In August 1974 the South Queensland Women's 
Soccer Association was formed as the governing body 
for women's soccer in the State. Initially, the area 
governed was Brisbane, south to the Gold Coast and 
north to Rockhampton. For a few years, the area from 
Rockhampton to the far north was controlled by the 
North Queensland Women's Soccer Association. 
However, this organisation fell by the wayside and for 
many years the female soccer players in the north 


were not represented. ; 
(Continued next page) 


Coasts, and two teams from Lismore) will 
compete for the Watson Shield and first round 
losers will go into the draw for the Consolation 
Cup. The action starts at 9.30 on Saturday 
morning with the finals scheduled for late 
Sunday evening. 

The trophy has been named after Elaine Watson 
(O.A.M.) who has been President of the 
Queensland game as well as at national level, 
and of the Oceania Federation. Elaine has done 
a tremendous amount of work to get the game 
moving along in Australia, and in 1994 wrote a 
book called “Australian Womens Soccer - The 
First 20 Years”. She has just completed her 
second book, “Womens Soccer in Queensland, 
1997” which is expected to be on the shelves 
early in June this year. The Farr Post will 
have more details as we get nearer June. 


Thanks to Fay Dower - 3269 6994, 
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In 1992, the S.Q.W.S.A. embarked on a fact finding 
tour of all areas of Queensland to ascertain if all these 
areas where women's soccer was played were in favour 
of forming Women's Soccer Queensland - a body which 
would represent female players throughout the entire 
State of Queensland. The decision was unanimous and 
Wonien's Soccer Queensland was born and the name 
was registered with the Justice Department. The 
following twelve months were taken up with reforming 
the constitution and the players were represented by the 
former S.Q.W.S.A. Board. However, in February, 
1994, the first elected Board of WSQ took up office. 


The present Board consists of President Lyn Ketter from 
Brisbane, Vice-President Brian Evans from the Gold 
Coast, Treasurer John Page from Brisbane, Director 1 
Deana Fry from Townsville, Director 2 Margaret 
Cochrane from Cairns, Secretary Gwen Fox from 
Rockhampton. The Chairperson of the Brisbane Sub- 
Committee is Christine Waller. This Sub-Committee 
looks after 90 teams in the Brisbane competition and 
thus keeps Brisbane matters separate to WSQ matters. 
In 1993, the State Government made available funds for 
a part-time Administrator. The Administrator is Fay 
Dower from Brisbane. 


Currently, there are 11 affiliated associations - Tropical 
Far North Queensland, North Queensland Soccer 
Federation Inc., Mackay Soccer Federation Inc., 
Rockhampton & District Soccer Federation, Gladstone 
Soccer Federation, Wide Bay Soccer Association, Mt 
Isa Soccer Federation, Toowoomba & District Soccer 
Federation, Sunshine Coast Soccer Federation Inc., 
Gold Coast & Albert Soccer Federation and WSQ - 
Brisbane Branch. 


Each year State Titles are held in one of the affiliated 
areas on the Queen's Birthday Weekend. At these State 
Titles, the squads for the Queensland Teams - Open, 
Youth and Junior are selected by the three State 
Coaches. The final teams are selected from these 
squads and compete in the National Championships 
which are held in various cities throughout the country. 
In 1997, the State Titles will be held in Brisbane. The 
National Junior Championships will be held in July in 
Canberra, the National Youth Championships will be 
held in early September in Melbourne and the National 
Open Championships will be held in late September in 
Newcastle. 


Queensland has entered a team in every National Titles 
al every age level since their inception in 1974 and since 
1981! have nearly always been in the top three placings. 
Queenslanders have been prominent in national teams 
with three Queenslanders still holding the record for the 
most international appearances - Sue Monteath 46, 
Kerry Millman 40 and Joanne Millman 39. 


Saturday and Sunday 19/20 April, 1997. 
Delaware Street, Geebung. 


In 1993, the Queensland Academy of Sport 
included soccer - male and female - in their agenda 
and the female team play in the Premier League 
fixture competition in Brisbane. Many talented 
young players have benefited from the elite 
coaching methods. 


In 1991, F.LF.A,, the world governing body in 
soccer held the first ever World Cup for women in 
China. Australia did not qualify for this event, 
being beaten in the Oceania Qualifying Rounds by 
New Zealand. Australia qualified for the 1995 
World Cup held in Sweden in June in 1995, In 
1994, it was announced that women's soccer would 
feature in the Atlanta Olympics in 1996 and 
Australia had to be placed in the top eight at the 
World Cup to qualify for the Atlanta Olympics. 
Unfortunately, we came in at 10th place, 
However, we were able to provide warm-up 
matches for USA, Japan and China before the 
Olympics in Georgia. None of these teams in the 
Olympics defeated us by more than one or two 
goals. 


There are currently four Queenslanders in the 27 
strong Australian Olympic Athlete Programme 
squad - Kim Revell, Belinda Kitching, Sonia 
Gegenhuber, Tammie Thornton, and Bryony Duus 
who is currently playing for an American 
University team. Queensland has also six players 
in the Train-on squad, which is the back-up squad 
for the OAP - Sarah Garven, Lisa Dunne, April 
Mann, Alicia Ferguson, and Georgette Leake who 
also played in America in the college system. 


Queensland in 1996 were placed fourth at the 
Junior Championships, second at Youth level and 
seventh the Open. Because of national team 
commitments several of our Australian players 
were not able to make themselves available for the 
National Titles as they had already missed many 
months at their places of employment and costs 
were a big factor. 


WOPENS PRE-SEASON — 
COMPETITION 


Sixteen teams competing for 


The Watson Shield 
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Last month we printed the first part of an int 


club, and he gives us a snea 
March 22nd. 


Looking towards your application for the 1998 XXXX 
Premier League, do you feel that you will get the same 
amount of sponsorship or will you struggle because 
you were knocked back the first time? —_ 
'm fairly confident that we will get similar if not more 
sponsorship but there's certainly a setback there. A little bit 
of credibility has been lost and our application was put 
together in conjunction with some of our corporate 
sponsors. They know the credibility of the business plan 
and the application, and there is some form of disbelief 
that the Q.S.F. say we can’t be represented in Brisbane 
soccer whilst we are being represented in lesser sports 
such as Rugby Union. So we have to rebuild and we plan 
to do that through using the local soccer federation and the 
local soccer representative team, The Gamblers, to 
continue to give our corporate supporters exposure 
beyond the Gold Coast. If we're successful, whilst there 
are two or three corporate sponsors that we will lose, we 
may gain others in the future. It's a little bit easier fo get 
corporate dollars on the Gold Coast than it is in Brisbane 
so we're very hopeful that once we provide the product and 
we put the product into the venue then we Il get the 
corporate dollars. A Gold Coast team playing in a higher 
league at Carrara Stadium will always attract corporate 


dollars. 


Tell us about some of the players you had lined up for 
the club. Have they gone up to Brisbane or are they 
ving to play locally? 
a Lie Craig Rogers have gone to Brisbane 
Lions, whilst Peter Grierson and Dave Pilic are at 
Rochedale. One of the concerns that the appeal board 
gave us was the fact that arrangements in respect to the 
acquisition of players from other clubs need to be clearly 
documented. “Without documented arrangement, the 
envisaged accrual of players may not be available.” That 
is an opinion that the appeals board made and that meant 
basically that we didn't have any players under contract. 
All the players on the Gold Coast that we had talked to and 
had made a commitment to play for Gold Coast City were, 
in fact, unencumbered at the end of the season and they'd 
made sure that they were all out of contract. We had a poo! 
of approximately 50 players that were uncontracted and 
were available to play for Gold Coast City. We said that to 
the appeal board but they chose not to believe us for some 
reason. The proof of that is the fact that we've got 7 or 9 


Coast Watch 


erview with Peter Williamson of the Gold Coast 


i i lds for the 
i is part two in which Peter talks about what the future ho 
eerie k preview of the Gold Coast competition which kicked off on 


of our pool of players that were going to be our first team 
players now playing in Brisbane. Those Brisbane clubs have 
just come down to the Gold Coast and got these players free 
of charge purely and simply by the efforts of Gold Coast City 
making sure they were unencumbered at the end of the year. 


Did you ever fear that these guys might sign 2 or 3 year 
contracts and never come back? 

Well there's always that fear but we have a tremendous 
development program on the Gold Coast. We would have 
been a young team in any case, and would have looked al 
the youth of the Gold Coast for the first couple of years. 
We've currently got 7 teams between the age of 15 and 19 
under an elite training program and we're producing 
excellent players. As far as the future's concerned we know 
that pool of players will provide us with a team and there's 
players on the Gold Coast now that are 21, 22, 23 that are 
still developing that Brisbane clubs don't know about. 


With regard to the local competition; Nerang are not 

competing In the Brisbane competition this year do you 

think that’s anything to do with your application being 

rejected, that they're closing ranks here with the Gold 

Coast league? 

No, | don’t think it's got anything to do with that at all. It's 

always going to be difficult for an individual club to compete 
in Brisbane, mainly because the only way you can be 
successtul is to do what we were going to do with Gold 
Coast City on a collective basis. You've got to do it with a 
unified group and your supporter base has got to be very 
strong regardless of how many corporate sponsors you may 
get. Your supporters are your bread and butter. The history 
of the Gold Coast has proven that the individual clubs don't 
want to do that, and the concept we were frying with Gold 
Coast City was completely new. Everyone of our clubs js 
going to be a major shareholder in the company because 
ihey own the game. You've got your local competition here 
and everybody bangs their head together on a Saturday 
afternoon but come Sunday, they're all supporters of Gold 
Coast City and that’s the only way it can work - create tribal 
support. On Saturday aftemoon we're Paim Beach Of 
whoever, and on Sunday we're Gold Coast and we're going 
to whip the arse off those Brisbane bastards. That's the way 
we'll get success here on the Gold Coast, not by having abig 
fancy licensed club somewhere with 150 poker machines, 
that'll come at a later date. Nerang were always going to 


iz 
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struggle fnancially, because it would have cost them between 
§70,00 - $100,000 per year to compete in the Premier 
League, and there's no great financial reward is there ? 
$7,000 or $8,000 prize money, is absolute garbage. No, I’ve 
always felt that Nerang should be playing in the local 
compelition and | think that they will now grow stronger. 
They've made a decision to consolidate, to take a step 
backward to come forward and they were basically forced into 
hal position financially. 


Do you think that’s indicative of a lot of the clubs down 
here ? A couple of years ago it might have been seen as 
prestigious to play in the Brisbane competition, but now 
there is a bit of an awakening saying “hang on, we're as 
good as those teams up there”? 
No, undeniably the XXXX league is the strongest in the State 
and il must be, no matter what form it may take in the fliture, 
bul we believe it could be a much better competition 
than il is as at present; under this format. It is not good 
enough for the QSF to conduct a competition such as this and 
design it so that it is dominated by Brisbane Clubs, the 
function of the Stale Body is to promote and develop the 
game throughout the WHOLE of the State, not just Brisbane. 
If the larger regional areas of Queensland are going to be 
ignored by the State Adniinistration, then you could not blame 
those Regions for going out and doing there own thing! For 
example, lets have a look at other options available to us. Say 
Gold Coast Soccer in 1998 raised the prize money in their 
Coca Cola Premier League from $10,000 to $50,000 and 
delivered open invitations to selected regions and certain 
Brisbane Clubs to participate and lets say there would be no 
heavy affiliation fees or player registration tees and Clubs 
would not have to contribute the thousands of dollars, as they 
do now, to a promotional fund ! If you consider that it costs a 
minimum $100,000 to be competitive in the XXXX League, in 
some cases clubs invest upward of $ 220,000 per season to 
win less than $10,000 then what would you do? and where 
would you play? The Gold Coast is currently working very 
hard in conjunction with the other Queensland regions and the 
QSF to formulate an amicable plan to restructure the 
administration of Football (Soccer) in the state. If this is 
Successfull we shall see major changes in the decision 
fnaking process and the structure of the game in this state. If 
it is not successful, | will be brave enough to predict that we 
shall experience a very colourful chapter in the history of 
Football (Soccer) in Queensland, There are a number of very 
ambitious Clubs on the Gold Coast and at this time (very 
Wisely) they are just sitting back, consolidating and just 
watching, as we, in the administration are doing also! 


Back to the local league. Can you give us a quick run 
down on some of the teams that are here and who you 
expect to be up there at the end of the season? 

Obviously Southport are pretty hot favourites, they won the 
Grand Siam last year. Ken Lindsay is the coach, and he’s got 


a good team of young players, this is the third year that 
he’s had them. The first year he put them together and 
did quite wel, then last year they developed even further 
and won the Grand Slam and this year they'll be stronger 
still. It's very difficult once you've won a Grand Slam to 
continue with your success especially in a local 
competition like on the Gold Coast. Broadbeach did it the 
year before and they'll be strong again this year. They've 
got Willy Wallace (ex Scottish International and Celtic 
player) coaching there. So Broadbeach are always 
strong, they'll be strong again this year and they won't be 
laying down on the fact that Southport are there to be 
taken. Palm Beach have not stopped training since the 
end of last season. Graham Hayward is the coach down 
there. Paul Cockbain is also on the coaching staff. Paul 
coached the Nerang XXXX League team last year. 
They've got an excellent management team and a good 
squad of young players. Palm Beach missed the success 
that they had fwo seasons ago and they're desperate to 
get back up there. We've got a new team coming into the 
competition that have been promoted, the Italian club, 
Merimac. Tizzy Morrosini, ex-state league player for Twin 
Towns is their coach, an aggressive coach that sets his 
standards very high. They'll be very competitive even 
though it's their first year back for a number of years to 
premier league, they're very ambitious and they want fo 
do well. The competition has been reduced from 10 teams 
to eight teams so the theory of course is that the quality 
players will be more condensed and the standard of the 
game will lift, which we need to do also. Coomera have 
got some excellent players, and Mick Minor,is their coach. 
Coomera has always been disadvantaged by being away 
from the Gold Coast a little bit. They've got some new 
blood in this year from New South Wales, and are a bit of 
an unknown quantity but | expect them to do well. 
Burleigh Heads are a local team that have always been on 
the brink of doing something but never quite got there. 
Mostly local lads and a very good club. They've got a 
complete new coaching staff this year and maybe they 
can do it this year. 
So it's going to be very competitive. We've got new 
sponsors - the FA Cup we run down here has got a new 
format, and sponsor which we haven't had in previous 
years. We also have a new promotion and development 
committee through the federation that are looking to lift 
the profile of soccer on the Gold Coast. Soccer will be on 
Prime TV this year at least 10-12 times a week. Channel 
9 have given us a commitment for more coverage of 
soccer here and the Gold Coast Bulletin, the local paper 
have always given us a good run anyway. So we're 
introducing a lot more sponsorship, a lot more incentive 
for the new clubs, 


See “Other News” Page 18 


| 
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The Logan City Kings 
Robert Wilkinson of the Logan City Kings telephoned a 


couple of weeks ago. It seems that he thought our 
reporting of their demise was a mite premature. 
Unfortunately he seemed to think that the story might 
give the impression that the club had folded entirely. This 
is not true ! Their junior section is still very much alive. 
Also the players that were contracted by them are now 
being taken care of by the Q.S.F. and the Kings did NOT 
simply walk away from their commitments in that 
respect. 

TFP apologises to Robert and the Kings, and hopefully, 
we can get down to have a chat with him about it all soon. 


CoastW atch Ii 

The Gold Coast season kicked off on the weekend of the 
15th March when last seasons Grand Slam winners 
Southport defeated losing finalists Broadbeach 3-0 in 
the annual Charity Shield match. 

The following weekend, the 22/23 March, the season 
proper started, and in next months issue we hope to get 
some info on how the first few weeks of the season have 
turned out. 


Q.S.F, News 


We know that the Strikers are trying to attract as much support as 
possible, but when it means that the XXXX Premier League clubs 
must play their games so as not to compete with them, does it mean 
that they must al! kick-off at the same time ? 

On the weekend of the 22/23 March, when the Strikers played West 
Adelaide, all four XXXX Premier League fixtures kicked off at 
2.45 PM on the Sunday. Now how narrow-minded is that ? 

Keen for a game a couple of the TFP staff had to hunt down a Semi- 
Pro cup match to watch on the Saturday. Which leads us to the next 
whinge... 

Why can’t we have a list of the weekends fixtures in the “Eye on 
Soccer” ? So that we can, at a glance, see who is playing, and when. 
But, finally a big congratulations to the Queensland Soccer 
Federation for their initiative in getting their information hotline set 
up. Good Onya lads !! 

By dialling 005512440 you can get all the latest results from the 
Semi-Pro divisions, but make sure that you use a touch tone phone. 
A great idea, and a step in the right direction by the lads at Perry 
Park. 
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Other News 


English Premier 
League 


For those of you interested in the. 
English Premier § League, 
Liverpool will host Manchester 
United on April 19th, in what will 
probably decide whether the 
Championship stays in 
Manchester for another twelve 
months, or goes down the M62 to 
Merseyside. After that Liverpool 
play Tottenham Hotspur at home 
and then Sheffield Wednesday 
and Everton away, whilst the 
Champions play Leicester City 
away, and West Ham United and 
Newcastle United at home. 


Strikers win in Perth 
As we go to print, we have just 
received news of the Strikers 
defeat of Perth Glory by two 
goals to nil. This win will 
almost assure the Strikers of a 
top-six finish, and with their 
jast three games at home to 
Canberra Cosmos _ (this 
weekend) and Gippsland on 
the final day of the regular 
season with a trip to 
Collingwood sandwiched in 
between, it seems that they 
will have a few more games to 
play before hanging up the 
boots for the year. Come on 
you Strikers !!! 


Attention !!! 
All you INTERNET junkies !!! 
Visit the OzSoccer web site at 


http://ozsoccer.thehub.com.au 
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’ Maybe our description of their start 
to the season as being “indifferent” 


is a bit harsh, but an opening day | 


defeat at Taringa Rovers by 6 goals to 2 was hardly the 
start that the Waves were looking for. Speaking to 
John Gorza and Ron Smith after the game, they were 
obviously disappointed, but agreed that there was 
plenty of work to do, and they would learn much from 
that game. Indeed it was not ali doom and gloom for 
Bundy, with Nick Maas and Stephen Starr scoring the 
goals. Not many teams will score two against Taringa 
at Jack Speare Park this season. 

But a week is a long time in football (as they say), and 
the following Saturday night they hosted Coalstars, 
winning convincingly 3-0, with two goals from Darren 
Bender, and one from Guiseppi Barazi. An almighty 
party followed by all accounts, and a tremendous 
confidence boost to the lads from up the coast. 

In Round 3 they travelled to Beenleigh, and although 
went down 2-0, they felt that they could have won it 
on another day. They had their chances, and again 
much was learned from that game too. 

But their big test came in Round 4, when they hosted 
last years Grand Finalists Brisbane City, who arrived 
in Bundaberg with a 100% record so far this season. 
They went a goal down inside five minutes, but 
constant pressure in the last twenty earned them an 
equaliser through Tony Roebuck in the last minute. 
Very exciting stuff for the 750 crowd, who went away 
very satisfied. with a point. 

So as you can see they have five goalscorers so far this 
season, which must please coach Aldo Beretta, and 


with Kiwi Michael Legg returning from minor knee |, 


surgery, and his countryman, John Lawlor coming into 
the squad, the future looks very bright for the Waves. 
Over the next few weeks they will host Wynnum on 
Saturday 5th April, travel to Richlands for a tough 
match against Lions, on Sunday, 12th April, and in 
Round 7 will play host to Rochedale Rovers, which 
could be their toughest game to date, as both teams 
will be hitting their straps just at the right time. 

Their home games are usually played on Saturday 
night, so if you fancy a weekend away, take a trip to 
Bundy, catch a game, and visit the Across The Waves 
club for a beer and a feed, 


Waugh in trouble 


it's good to see Soccer Australia getting 
down to the serious stuff by fining new 
Striker Damien Waugh $500 for using the 
wrong bail in that promotional photo. It will 
be interesting to see their follow-up against 
Jason Bennett of Newcastle Breakers. 
Surely a suspension should be in order for 
using a baseball in the warm up last week, 
against the Melbourne Knights ! Getting 
knocked out would be a pretty light 


sentence, | would say, Jason. 


Next time, Damien, use a cricket ball, and 


you'll be alright ! 
(Thanks to Steve Cooper for that one !) 


Next Month in 
The Farr Post... 


Many people are concerned at the 
lack of Junior information available. 
So The Farr Post will, hopefully 
have a page or two on kiddies soccer 
in Brisbane. We are reliably 
informed that there are 14,000 kids 
playing the game here, which is 
probably much more than all other 
sports put together. Anybody with 
Junior stories or information contact 
us at the usual place. 


Studs Up ! 

If you think The Farr Post is the 
only decent fanzine out there, 
you’re sadly mistaken. 

Studs Up looks at the whole 


National Soccer League and can be 
obtained by sending $3 to 

Kevin Christopher, PO Box 53, 
Oakleigh South, Victoria 3167. 
Worth a read ! 
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Loyalty ! by Steve Cooper 


With the Strikers going through a bit of an up and down patch over the last few 
weeks, it puts the strength of support from you, the fans, to the test. Everyone 
likes a winner, but what happens when the wheeis start to fall off ? Will you still 
make the effort to come down to Suncorp to lend your support, or do you start to 
find other things to do and just listen out for the result on radio or television ? 
It’s the time of the true, loyal supporter in times of trouble. And I should know! 
Why have I supported West Ham for thirty years ? They have never been, nor ever 
will be, one of the elite, glamour clubs in the English league. What success they 
have had has been well spread over their 100 year history, and there has been 
plenty of hard grind in between to test the loyalty of the supporters. So why not 
change clubs and support someone else, Manchester United or Arsenal or 
Liverpool ? 

NEVER !!! West Ham are in the blood - four generations of our family have 
supported the Hammers. For the best part of two decades, I attended every home 
game , rain or shine, playing well or, more often, struggling - they were my 
Saturday afternoons. Even now, though they play half a world away, I couldn’t 
give them away 

In fact, I've often felt sorry for supporters of teams playing in the top half of the 
league. They expect success every season, so come two thirds of the way through 
the season, and they are in mid table and out of the cup competitions, their 
season is over. There is nothing left to play for. Not West Ham ! Our season 
usually goes to the last day with the annual relegation battle, and the drama and 
tension of those games can match any Cup Final. 

And when success does come along to teams like West Ham, it means so much 
more, the passion is greater and the memories stronger . Even though it is now 
sixteen years ago, I can still remember every moment of going to Wembley three 
times in twelve months with the Hammers in 1980-81, and finishing third in the 
league a few years later. 

A great example of reward for loyalty comes from the same era. The local club to 
my home was Watford, and I used to go to their Fourth Division midweek games 
with friends . Their crowds were 3,000, even on cold, wet nights on the 
uncovered terraces, but the atmosphere was always good. Along comes local boy 
Elton John as owner and Graham Taylor as manager. Within seven years, they 
are runners up in the League, in the Cup Final and spent six years in the old 
First Division. The crowds were averaging 20,000 by then, the ground had been 
improved - but the original, loyal 3,000 were amongst them, and the success 
meant so much more to them than to the people who joined along the way. 
Brisbane is my home now, and the Strikers are the team I watch. Don’t despair 
if they don’t win every game. Remain loyal to them through the times of struggle 
and the good times will be that much better. 

And if you ever do feel like giving them away, just go and watch the Bandits.... 
you'll soon be back !!!! But that’s another story...... 
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Richos Review 
(The First Division Roundup) 
by Dave Richardson 


The new Division 1 North and Division 1 South leagues have shown that there is enough talent 
running around to make some interesting games. Crowds are up, goals are plentiful and the overall 
standard is very good. However not enough games to display these factors and hold on to the 
supporter who is yet to decide what code he will follow. Lack of games in these divisons, especially 
the Southern league will not provide the revenue that the big money games provide in the Premier 
league, and with that lack of a good financial background who is going to replace the Premier 
League eight ? Allin all, 1997 looks like not only being the shortest season but the most interesting. 


Division 1 South. 

Bright starts by Inala and Toowoomba have suggested that both will figure brightly in the coming 
season. Inala coach lan Seely has managed to hold on to all his players from last year, and the 
midfield talents of Darren Spence and the free-scoring talents of John Clark may just see them 
home. However Toowoomba on the other hand, who have the depth with the combined efforts of St. 
Albans and Willowburn, could prove to be a telling factor midway through the season. Two teams 
highly tipped to do well also are Mount Gravatt and Slacks Creek. Both have the money to hand and 
if the runs are not on the board both can easliy delve into the transfer market. Last but not least, 
Rocklea. Again as good as any team on their day, but have to work very hard to keep all eleven 
players on the park. As for the rest. . . well, football is a funny old game. . . 


Division 7 North. 

Having not seen many teams on the North side, it’s hard to say what will happen there this year. But 
if current results point to the remaining season, Mitchelton have to be pleased with the start that they 
have made. lan Fagan has has rallied weil, and with the talents of Scriggens and Cox, they have the 
ammunition to complete the job. People maybe surprised to see Easts amongst the leaders, but 
make no mistake they will also do well - Jimmy Quinns boys are no push-overs. North Star also have 
regrouped and Mike Brockwell on his day is as good as anybody in the league and a lot will hinge on 
his presence. Big spending Capalaba have signed well, aiso, and with old coach John Stewart 
pulling the strings will add some much valued steel in the middle of the park, along with a host of 
ex-Rochedale Rovers players. Capalaba to do well !! 

Last years Division 2 winners Olympic have had a slow start and much was expected of them to 
early to say, but will look for a big improvement in the coming weeks. Albany Creek are another who 
| expect to do better. The Creeks home advantage will be a big factor. You don't need wingers to get 
the ball in the box - Fullbacks can do it just as easy. As for the rest . . . well, it may be a long season. 


Semi-Pro Cup. 
The first round of the cup has seen the First leg completed and | feel there is now no way back for 
some teams. However, some may not be over yet. There is still plenty of play in the Mount Gravatt 
(1) v. Albany Creek (0) game. Likewise in Easts (2) v. Rocklea (2) and Capalaba (3) v Toowoomba 
(1). Another interesting tie is Inala (5) v. Olympic (2), and remembering that away goals don't count 
double in the event of a tie, there's still plenty left to enjoy. 
Last but not least, let me say that football is a ; 
matter of opinions and this is just mine. For more 
opinions and action watch “Inside Soccer” on 
Thursday nights from 9PM on Briz 31. 

“Don’t forget to fax your match reports 
to Dave on 3277 1187, for inclusion in 
this column, and on the Briz 31 show, 
Inside Soccer. 


Paul Harley 
Photographer 


(07) 3267 0681 
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 \ Supa Oldies 

The Brisbane Lions Social Club are organising an 
Over 35’s football competition for the coming 
season. Marketing Manager, Les Moodley, has 
informed The Farr Post that they are hoping to start 
with eight teams on the first weekend in May. All 
games will be played at Lions Stadium, Richlands on 
Saturday afternoons throughout the winter, initially, 
but if this becomes an annual event, they hope to 
offer the competing clubs the opportunity to stage 
some of their own games in the future. 

As an advertisement for the game a pre-season 
competition will be played in April comprising of 
five teams in a round-robin style tournament. All 
Over 35s games will be between 16 man squads, with 
the regulation eleven players on the park at the one 
time, but with unlimited interchange. Each half will 
be 35 minutes in duration, and Les is still accepting 
nominations from teams or clubs wishing to get 
involved. Even if you don’t have a team or are short 
of a few players, he will be able to fit you in 
somewhere. He has already put a numner of 
individuals in touch with teams short of players. 

The Supa Oldies Soccer Association has 
competitions running in Toowoomba, Bundaberg 
and the Northern Rivers area of New South Wales, 
aswell as both the Gold and Sunshine Coasts. The 
Brisbane association will be sending teams to 
carnivals played in these areas throughout the 
season. 

There will be a series of top four play-off games at 
the end of the season, with a Grand Final in October. 
Sponsors are invited to get involved also. 

The Supa Oldies idea has been running for a while 
now in Australia. On the Gold Coast there are 20 
teams, and last October Supa Oldies Sports 
International held their World Fun Cup at Carrara. 
Registration fees are $75 per player, and this covers 
all your fees for the year, and gives you membership 
to the Lions Social Club, which will be undergoing 
major construction work later this year. 

Contact Les Moodley on 3271 3804. 


We Want 
Programmes 


Since the XXXX Premier 
League started up a couple of 
weeks ago, The Farr Post has 
taken to collecting matchday 
programmes from as many _ 
games as possible. But we are 
not limiting our interest to the 
Premier League. In the past we 
have seen publications from 
clubs in other divisions too, 
and are interested in seeing 
any such magazines of 
teamsheets - even if it only 
has a players list, and a 
sponsors logo, it is better than 
nothing at all. We are willing to 
exchange a copy of TFP for 
any from your club. 

Indeed, any information that 
you feel your club would like to 
share with the outside world 
can be sent to us, and we are 
more than willing to print it. 
Fax or mail to the usual 
address/number. 


Here at The Farr Post we encourage you 9 
write to us with your views on the current slai 
of the game in Queensland, or Australia. We 
believe that unless there exists a forum for {he 
supporters to air their views, then {he 
administrators and media will dictate to us hoi 
football is perceived in Australia The Farr Post 
is one such vehicle for expressing these views 
We will publish any article related to football as 
long as a full name and address 1s supplied 


and there is no foul or abusive language 


included. 

Make sure you send us your name afd 
address, and if your letter is published we will 
send you a free copy containing youl 
contribution. 


The Farr Post 


Odds ‘n’ Sods 


Good to hear lots of good-hearted banter 
going on between rival sets of supporters 
at the recent Rochedale versus Taringa 
Premier League match of the Rovers. 
When I arrived just after the kick-off, all 
I could hear were the visiting Taringa 
fans singing. Obviously the Rochedale 
“Choir” needed a few stubbies of 
Castlemaine-Perkins favourite tipple to 
get the old vocal chords lubricated. 

Also good to see the visiting fans not 
giving up on their team at two down with 
only minutes to play. The “Johnny 
Ogden’s Blue and White army” getting a 
good airing all the way up to the final 
whistle. Onya, lads ! 
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Subscripti 


To subscribe to The Farr Post, 
send your name and address to 
Sports Print, 

PO Box 478, 

Bulimba Qid 4171 

along with a cheque for $20 
(payable to Sports Print), and 
you will receive 12 monthly 
copies. 

Unfortunately, as of lst May our 
subscription rate will increase to 
$25, so get in now, before the 
price increase. 


As the National Soccer League 
season begins to wind down, we 
are in the process of finding other 
outlets for this magazine. So far a 
number of XXXX Premier 
League and First Division clubs 
have expressed an interest in 
promoting The Farr Post, and we 
are hoping to get other clubs 
involved aswell. We do have a 
long term plan for this magazine, 
so if any clubs want to take a 
number of copies off our hands 
each month, then contact the 
Editor, Tony Moran. 


Advertising 

As we have now gone to colour we are 
looking out for any interested parties who 
would like to purchase advertising space in 
this magazine. We are specifically 
interested in selling the back page for a 
twelve month period, and are also keen on 
hearing from anyone who would be 
interested in taking out ads in a classified 
section of the magazine. 

Contact Tony Moran 0411 367 357. 


Please send mea twelve month subscription to “The Farr Post”, 
starting with issue number (The April, 1997 issue is number 7). 


T enclose a cheque for $20 payable to Sports Print. 


Post Code - 


The Farr Post - “It’s not the truth that hurts, it’s how you read it !” 
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S Letters to The Editor 


A pretty empty mail box this month, but “Scottie” raises a few interesting 
points about the coverage of our game in Brisbane’s finest daily. 


Dear Sir, 

“The Couriet-Mail\The Sunday Mail - Everything for 
Soccer”. Is that a contradiction in terms or what ? And I 
thought that there were laws against misleading advertising 
! Do they really expect to be taken seriously ? How can they 
print that without blushing ? How can any soccer fan read it 
without laughing ? 

David Marshall, in previous issues of TFP has already 
pointed out just how little coverage the Strikers receive in the 
Courier-Mail. Not even a mention in 43 out of 80 issues. But 
bare statistics don’t tell the full story. On those days when 
soccer does rate a mention, it’s a few measly paragraphs 
tucked away on some inconspicuous inside page, often 
riddled with errors. Soccer frequently receives similar space 
as sports such as touch and softball. No disrespect intended to 
either, but given the respective followings and popularity, 
surely soccer deserves better. 

Some examples to show how seriously the “Everything for 
Soccer” publications take the game. 

The Sunday Mail report on the South Melbourne game 
claimed that this was the Strikers fourth home defeat of the 
season. Actually it was their third. The report then ran out of 
space and came to a premature end, with no mention of the 
Strikers first goal. Presumably to make way for the Touch 
Footy column underneath. And the league table was incorrect 
- not for the first time ! 

The Courier-Mail preview of the home game against Marconi 
mentioned that while the team selection was uncertain, 
Wayne Knipe would be a definite starter. However, his name 
was omitted from the squad at the end of the report, while two 
others (Hews and Williams) were listed twice. 

This was also the opening weekend of the new XXXX 
Premier League, the first game between Rochedale and 
Wynnum having been played the previous night. The C-M 
found enough space to devote a complete one-line report to 
the game, and managed to get the result wrong ! 

At least they acknowledged that the game took place, which 
is more than can be said for the Silver Boot pre-season 
competition. As far as The Courier-Mail is concerned there 
was no such competition. Not a single mention, or if there 
was I couldn’t find it, not so much as the result of the final. 

I could go on but I don’t want to take up too much of the 
Editors valuable space. 

On the bright side, it must be a while now since Garry Legg 
last referred to linesmen as touch judges. I wonder how long 
until he gets the hang of Referees Assistant ? 

“The Courier-Mail/The Sunday Mail - Everything for 
Soccer” Yeah, I’d like to see that ! 


“Scottie”, 
Nudgee. 


Dear Sir, 

Keep up the good work on the magazine. | was mos| 
impressed by your colour edition, and feel thet the 
staff at The Farr Post are doing a fantastic job |p 
giving the football public an open forum to express 
their views. 

On that note, | sincerely hope Soccer Australia wif 
heed the comments expressed by Frank Farina in The 
Sunday Mail, 23rd March, 1997 with respect {o 
allowing children onto the pitch after home games | 
can appreciate ihe concerns of administrators wilh 
crowd control, and at certain matches there may be g 
need to enforce such views, but | cannot for the life of 
me see, at this stage, why our future stars of 
tomorrow should be taught, not controlled. We are 
controlling people foo much by making too many laws 
which often cannot be strictly enforced, and are 
punishing those who may not be directly involved. We 
want football to be bigger and stronger than it is now, 
so we have to lead by example and allow people tp 
exercise their love for the game and their respect fay 
the administrators in allowing certain privileges. 

The public need to know exactly what the 
administrators require and that information needs {9 
be advertised to enable the public to conform. | 
personally believe that the real issue is not childreg 
running onto the field to meet players, but rather 
concerns for the referees protection who often come 
under fire when adults feel that their performance may 
not have been of a high enough standard. If this is the 
real problem, then let the administrators take 
appropriate action and improve the standard of 
referees rather than penalise the children who are the 
future supporters of the game. 

Just one more comment regarding children - are we 
killing the enthusiasm of our youngsters by allowing 
them to start playing football when they turn 5 years 
of age ? By the time they reach 17 they will have 
already played 12 years of football. | think that starting 
at age 7 is more than adequate. 

STRIKERS - you beauty !! Still running second ! You 
will win the finals if you keep believing in yourselves 
and give 100% to all future games. Thank you to al 
players who make themselves available to sigh 
autographs after home games. Keep up the good 
work. 

W. (Bill) Betts, 

Birkdale. 


~ So, what 

/ do you think of 

\ The Farr Post, 
. Wally? 


/ Give me the 
"Eye on Soccer" 


Bee anyday! 


More to \ 


read here than 
in a referees 
notebook. 


Queensland Soccer Federation President, Wally Dann, assesses The Farr Post. 


The opinions given within The first round |The Farr Post, 


these pages are those of the 


individual contributors, }| By the time TFP8 ap- c/- Sports Print, 
and The Farr Post accepts | pears the XXXX Pre- PO Box 478 
? 


ho responsibility if people | mier League teams will 


don't like reading the truth. |] he one-third the way Bulimba, 


We will take a close QLD 4171. 


look at each of them to Fax: 3899 0497 3 
see if it's living up to all Mob: 0411 367 357 
e-mail: ajm@world.net 


throug htheir season. 


expectations 
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Strikers in Grand 
Final at Suncorp ? 


The Brisbane Strikers have secured sec- 
ond place on the 1997 Ericsson Cup lad- 
der, thus giving them two chances to 
qualify for the Grand Final which could be 
held here in Brisbane later this month. 
Although they didn't manage to defeat lowly 
Gippsland in their final home game of the regu- 
lar season, the Strikers still retained the run- 
ners-up title - their highest ever national league 
position. After two weeks rest they must now 
play Minor Premiers Sydney United over two legs 
to decide who will have the honour of hosting 
the Grand Final. 


(Continued page 4) 


King and heir -Rod Brown (above) has possibly his 
lust chance for another championship medal, whilst 
Wayne Knipe (right) may collect his first of many. 


In 
This 
Issue... 


Junior football in Brisbane - The re- | 
shaping of Beenleigh - "Thor" inter- | 
view - The G.P.S. football season 

kicks off - Carl Paczensky of Easts 


"Football's not a matter of life 
or death, it's much more 
important than that." 

The late, great Bill Shankly. 


